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To: Standards Committee, 14 September 2022 10:00 
From: Marc Ronan, Monitoring Officer 
 
 

Member Dispensation Request 
 
 

Decision Required YES ☒ / NO ☐ Agenda Item 4 

 

Recommendation 

Agree to the applications for dispensation regarding those members set out in 
paragraph 4. be approved in the circumstances set out in Regulation 2 (a), (d) and 
(f) of the Standards Committee (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001 
in the standard form as set out in Paragraph 2. to speak and vote and that the 
dispensations run to the Standards Committee which follows the Annual Meeting 
2023. 

 

 

Key Messages 

Grant of dispensations under Section 81(4) of the Local Government Act (2000) 

 
  



Brecon Beacons National Park Authority  Standards 14-09-2022 

2 of 4 

Background 

 
Under Section 81(4) of the Local Government Act 2000  
Standards Committees may grant dispensations to a  
Member of a relevant authority allowing the Member to participate in any business 
where that participation would otherwise be prohibited by the mandatory provisions 
of the Members’ Code of Conduct.  
 
The Welsh Government in the Standards Committees (Grant of Dispensations) 
(Wales) Regulations 2001 (SI No: 2279) sets out the circumstances in which these 
dispensations may be granted.  The Standards Committee may only grant 
dispensations in the circumstances set out in the Regulations.  In the report which 
follows, I set out the circumstances or grounds on which dispensations may be 
granted.  
 
The form of the report will generally set out the dispensation, the circumstances in 
which it may be granted and details of the applicant for the dispensation.  
 
It is suggested that all dispensations be granted until the first meeting of the 
Standards Committee following the Authority Annual General Meeting in 2023 to 
ensure that any dispensations granted now or subsequently during the municipal 
year all come up for renewal at the same time. 
 
Planning Committee 

 
The Authority is a local Planning Authority comprising of 18 members, 12 appointed 
by the constituent Local Authorities and 6 by Welsh Government. Powys County 
Council is the single largest appointee of members to the Authority. It is not 
uncommon for the Authority to consider planning applications made by Powys 
County Council.   
 
Dual-hatted members are members who serve on two or more relevant authorities; 
for instance, a member who is both a County Council and Authority member. If a 
dual-hatted member is taking part in an Authority meeting and an issue is under 
discussion which affects that member’s other authority, then provided they do not 
have a prejudicial interest, under paragraph 12(2)(a) of the Code of Conduct the dual 
hatted member only needs to declare a personal interest if they intend to speak on 
the matter involving the other authority. If the member does speak on the matter, 
then they must declare a personal interest, but they are still able to vote. 
 
However, the exemption is 12(2)(a) does not apply where the business relates to the 
determination of any approval, consent, licence, permission or registration 
(paragraph 12(3) of the Code of Conduct). 
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The Authority has a current shortfall of 4 Welsh Government appointed members 
and as such Planning Committee comprises 10 members (12 being the maximum 
number). Quorum for Planning Committee requires 6 members in attendance. 
Unfortunately, this can cause some problems in dealing with Authority business as 5 
of the Planning Committee members i.e., 50% of members are Powys County 
Council appointees. Should they be prevented from speaking and voting at Planning 
Committee by reason of their appointment, Planning Committee would be inquorate 
and unable to consider any Powys County Council planning applications. Standards 
Committee is asked to grant those members dispensations to cover this situation.  
 
The form of application for dispensation is intended to try to cover the situation when, 
although strictly required in law under the Members’ Code of Conduct, serial 
declarations affect the smooth running of Committee business in circumstances 
where the general public would not draw any adverse inference from the 
relationships being declared. 
 
Hence all the applications for dispensations request permission to speak and vote on 
issues relating to planning applications of Powys County Council, provided these 
matters do not directly financially advantage or disadvantage, or give other direct 
benefit or disbenefit to a member.   
 
The Member using the dispensation will understand that it cannot be used if the 
matter under consideration would confer a greater benefit on the member than on 
other tax payers, ratepayers or inhabitants of the Authority’s area, or be such that a 
member of the public might reasonably conclude it would significantly affect the 
Member’s ability to act purely on the merits of the case and in the public interest if 
the Member were to take part in the discussion. 
 
Standards form of Dispensation: Planning Committee 

 
“To speak and vote on issues relating to the planning applications of Powys County 
Authority provided they do not directly financially advantage or disadvantage or give 
other direct benefit or disbenefit to a member.  This dispensation will not apply in 
circumstances where a member of the public might reasonably conclude that the 
appointment would significantly affect the member’s ability to act purely on the merits 
of the case and in the public interest.” 
 
Circumstances for granting the Dispensation: Employment 

 
The circumstances are: 

 “(a)  no fewer than half of the members of the relevant authority or of a 
committee of the authority (as the case may be) by which the business is to be 
considered has an interest which relates to that business;”  

 “(d)  the nature of the member’s interest is such that the  

Member’s participation in the business to which the interest relates would not 
damage public confidence in the conduct of the relevant authority’s business”  

 “(f) the participation of the member in the business to which the interest 
relates is justified by the member’s particular role or expertise.”  
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Note: these paragraphs derive from Regulation 2 of the Standards Committees 
(Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 2001.  
 
The members requiring dispensation are Powys County Councillor’s, Edwin 
Roderick, Iain McIntosh, Ed Jones, Huw Williams, William Powell 
 
Recommendation 

 
That the applications for dispensation regarding those members set out in the 
paragraph above. be approved in the circumstances set out in Regulation 2 (a), (d) 
and (f) of the Standards Committee (Grant of Dispensations) (Wales) Regulations 
2001 in the standard form as set out in Paragraph 2. to speak and vote and that the 
dispensations run to the Standards Committee which follows the Annual Meeting 
2023. 
 


